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Introduction:
Human T-cell lymphotropic virus type | (HTLV-l) is an oncogenic human retrovirus that causes adult T
cell leukemia/lymphoma (ATL) and HTLV-1-associated myelopathy/tropical spastic paraparesis
(HAM/TSP) in only 2-3% of infected people. It was prevuously shown that HTLV-l infection is endemic
in Khorasan Razavi province, partucularly in Mashhad and Neyshabour. The region is presently the
largest endemic area for this virus in Iran due to several factors such.as environment, immigration
patterns and individual risk behaviours. The purpose of this study was to etermme the prevalence of
HTLV-I infection among general'populations in_Torbat-e-Heydarieh, Northeastern Iran:

Materials and Methods
Between April ang . ain ' iduals
screened for the i enomic DNA
was then (tra i

ong pos:twe cases.

Conclusion:
Our results demonstrated that Terbat-e /darieh is endemic for

screening.among blood donors along er strategies are needed for prevention of the virus
transmission.jmwhole pop 'i Torbat-e-Heydarieh. 3
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